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Trivia Night was held on 
February 26th this year as 
participants journeyed back 

in time with the theme, Journey 
Through the Decades. Teams answered 
questions from the 1960s through the 
2010s along with a final round of Little 
Elm Trivia.
The Master of Ceremonies for the 
night, Daniel Gallagher, the Little 
Elm ISD Superintendent  of Schools, 
announced the questions as they were 
displayed on two (2) giant screens for 
the teams to review. Teams had 30 
seconds to answer each question with 
a one (1) minute review at the end of 
the round. Volunteers collected answer 
sheets which were scored by a panel of 
judges. 
Between rounds several activities took 
place. A live auction for a luxury suite 
at a Frisco Roughriders home game, a 
50/50 raffle, and a best costume award. 

A variety of food concessions are 
available during the event, which also 
includes great prize drawings and a 
silent auction. Awards are given for 
best team costumes and best team 
spirit. The grand prize for the trivia 
competition is $500 cash to the 
winning team, and the winning team 
gets possession of the coveted Trivia 
trophy for the remainder of the year!
Trivia Night is the major fund raiser 
for Little Elm Friends of the 
Library, and celebrated its 21st 
anniversary in 2019! Trivia 
Night has become an annual 
tradition for many of Little 
Elm's residents and businesses; 
each year the event hosts over 
50 teams from the community 
to compete against each other 
during an evening of fun, 
food, and prizes. It is a fun and 
competitive way to interact with 
friends, family, and coworkers.

Over the years Trivia Night proceeds 
have been used to purchase many 
resources for the Little Elm Public 
Library, including reference books, 
furniture, computers, sculptures, on-
line resource subscriptions, and much 
more.
February 25, 2020 has been set for 
next year's event at the Little Elm 
Recreation Center.
See inside for pictures from the evening.
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Mission
 The Little Elm Friends of the Library is a dedicated group of people who are 
committed to sustaining and improving the Library.

Meetings
The Little Elm Friends of the Library meets the 3rd Wednesday of each month 
at 7:00pm at Little Elm Public Library, unless otherwise stated. Please check the 
calendar for meeting and event dates.

Board of Directors
President: Michel Hambrick
Vice President: Diana Russell
Secretary: Rakhee Blackwood
Treasurer: Joe Deaver
Book Sales: Vacant
Historian: Susan Blackwood
IT Director: Dan Blackwood
Membership: Susan Blackwood
Newsletter: Sandi Sabonis
Public Relations: Dan Blackwood
Scholarships: Theresa Cotton
Trivia Coordinator: Claudia Fields
Volunteer Management: Diane Ball

P.O. Box 598
Little Elm, TX 75068

littleelmfol.org

@littleelmfol
The Lakeside Reader is the 
official publication of the 
Friends.
Little Elm Friends of the 
Library is a non-profit 501(c)(3) 
organization.
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CORPORATE FRIENDS
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Library activities were 
already in swing by the 
start of the 2019 calendar 

year, because of the exciting 
activities which kicked off 
the start if its fiscal year in 
October 2018: in October, 
the library celebrated its 
20th anniversary with 
a ribbon cutting of its 

updated Makerspace and an 
acknowledgment of the event 

with a proclamation before 
Town Council. In the weeks 

leading up to the anniversary, 
library staff used social media to 
highlight its old and new tech, and 
highlight how far we’ve come.

The Makerspace, which was funded by the Friends of 
the Little Elm Public Library, supports our local maker, 
entrepreneur, and creative community, as well as enhances 
the library’s S.T.E.M. (science, technology, engineering, 
and math) programming, geared toward kids and teens. 
Attendance at our Monday night maker classes averages 
from 8-12 participants, who are free to use the equipment 
after completing the mandatory safety and machine 
training, and usage continues to grow. Staff are enjoying 
the unique opportunity to work in a library equipped with 
makerspace, and are trained on the equipment, using the 
3D printers to print everything from jewelry, to 3D models 
for class assignments, to wands for Harry Potter Book 
Night.
The library received two more grants which were used for 
teen book collection enhancement, and to create Lakefront 
Discovery S.T.E.M. backpacks which not only supported 
literacy but also included activities to support exploring 
Little Elm’s parks and trails.

Library staff was recognized for the second year in a row 
for its outstanding service by receiving the 2018 Texas 
Municipal Library Directors Association Excellence in 
Libraries Award, which was presented to them during a 
Town Council meeting by Mayor David Hillock, and to 
“sharpen the saw;” staff will have its first staff development/
in service day in late April.
This summer’s theme for Summer Reading is “A Universe of 
Stories,” and we have two months’ of fun activities planned, 
including an after-hours “Lunar Luau” with a local NASA 
Space Ambassador. Summer Reading registration opened 
May 29th, and special Tuesday programs began June 4th. 
Details about the library’s upcoming programs and events 
can found online at www.littleelmlibrary.org.
Like the Little Elm community as a whole, the library 
continues to grow and thrive; by remaining plugged in 
and responsive to the changing needs and demands of the 
surrounding community the library can look forward to 
another successful 20 years.

Little Elm Public Library
Looking Back and Moving Forward

Lynette Roberson
Library Manager

Lynette Roberson
2020
Trivia

Sci-fi
Fantasy

Save the Date
02/25/20
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This year's generous sponsors were: 
Towers Tap House, Domino's Little Elm, Town of Little Elm, Tennyson Energy, friend 
of the Literacy Program, Breezeway Veterinary Service, and Credit Union of Texas. 
Special thanks to Michael Rathbun for taking photos at the event.

RTI Varsity
Trivia 2019 Champs

Daniel Gallagher
LEISD Superintendant
Trivia 2019 Emcee

Silent Auction Goodies

The 21st Trivia Night raised over $20,700 for the Library!

Judges working hard!

It was a full house of fun!

Teams dressed to the theme for 
the chance to win a prize

Taking a break between 
rounds

Best Costume Winners!
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The Little Elm Friends of 
the Library is pleased to 
announce the renaming of 

its $ 2,500 scholarship  in honor of 
Jewel Simpson Narry.
 Mrs. Narry, a longtime Friends 
member and dedicated library 
volunteer, was also an active 

reader, runner, cyclist, and traveler.  
Through a donation two books 

have been purchased in her name:   A 
History of the World in 500 Walks, and Do 

Princesses Wear Hiking Boots?
The Little Elm Friends of the Library has also renamed its 
$ 2,000 scholarship in honor of current Lifetime Member 
Virginia Berney. Mrs. Berney, one of the Friends' founding 
members, was also instrumental in getting the Little Elm 
Public Library established, and remains an active library 
supporter to this day.

Jewel Simpson Narry 

Each year the Little Elm Friends of 
the Library sponsors merit-based 
scholarships to local high school Juniors 

and Seniors to support the area's continued 
educational achievement. Recipients must 
meet GPA, references, and volunteer hours 
guidelines. Selection of award recipients is a 
joint effort between FOL representatives and 
library staff.
The Friends will award one $ 2,500 scholarship 
and one $ 2,000 scholarship each school year. 
The application for the 2019-2020 school year 
will be available at the beginning of the school 
year.

FOL Scholarship Program

After graduating from Little Elm High School in 2018, I began school at the University 
of Arkansas where I will be applying for Nursing school this October. I am involved in 
the Razorback Marching Band and pep band on campus, as well as Sigma Phi Lambda. 
I volunteered at the local thrift store in Fayetteville, along with the Washington Regional 
Cancer Support Home. After graduating from nursing school, I plan on moving back to 
the North Texas area, working as a pediatric nurse specialized in oncology. Other possible 
plans for the future include traveling abroad to help with underprivileged countries.

Where They Are Now
Scholarship Recipient Caroline Withers

Friends of the Library has awarded two 
scholarships this year. Sa’mya Wallace has 
been awarded the $2500 Jewel Simpson 
Narry Scholarship. She will be attending 
UT Austin in the fall to study Kinesiology 
in her goal to become a physical therapist. 
Jada Kamau has been awarded the $2000 
scholarship. She is home schooled and 
will be a high school senior this fall. She 
plans to pursue a career in Education and 
Political Science.

FOL Scholarships 2019

Sa'mya and Jada 
receive their 
scholarships from 
President, Michel 
Hambrick at a 
recent Town Council 
meeting.
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Exciting New Program Coming This Fall
Girls Who Code

Girls Who Code, the nonprofit computer science 
program created in 2012 with the goal of closing 
the gender gap in computer science, will begin 

taking applications in early August, 2019 for its newest club 
location at Little Elm Public Library. The library will host 
two clubs targeting children in grades 3-5, and another for 
kids grades 6-12, with space for 12-14 participants in each 
group.
The program will require commitment: Girls Who Code 
is a 10-month program which follows the regular school 
year, with each class meeting once a week from 45 minutes 
to 1 hour. Classes are planned 
for weekday evenings to fit with 
the library’s existing program 
schedule, as well as participants’ 
class and work schedules. It’s 
also important to note that while 
the program is called Girls Who 
Code, all kids who are interested 
may apply, regardless of gender 
identity.
“Everything falls into place when it’s meant to,” said Library 
Manager Lynette Roberson, who had twice applied and 
been accepted to become a Girls Who Code host site.
“It was frustrating: we were approved, but I could never find 
a volunteer Facilitator to teach the classes, and I couldn’t do 
it because of my schedule.”
But fate stepped in: Christabel Agbonkonkon, a recent 
transplant to the area, first contacted Frisco Public Library 
to offer her services to facilitate a Girls Who Code club. 
They were unable to accommodate her due to scheduling, 
but suggested Little Elm Public Library.
“One of my friends at Frisco Public emailed Christabel’s 
information to me, but she was so excited that she visited 
our library before I could call her! I told her how I’d wanted 
to sponsor a Girls Who Code club for years, and was so 
happy that she’d been led to us.”
According to the Girls Who Code website (www.

girlswhocode.com), the gender gap in technology continues 
to widen: in 1995, 37% of computer scientists were women, 
a number which has decreased to 24% today. Without 
intervention, that number will decrease even further. The 
biggest drop off in girls’ participation in computer science 
happens between the ages of 13-17. To date, 185,000 girls 
have participated in the Girls Who Code program, with 
50% coming from historically underrepresented groups. 
Program alumni choose computer science or related majors 
at a rate 15X higher than the national average.
“I’d studied computer science and programming in middle 

school, high school, and again when I 
was completing my M.L.S., and those 
skills have definitely come in handy. 
There’s a widening gender gap in 
technology, and we’re in a position to 
help close it. This program makes a 
difference, and I’m proud to be a part of 
that positive change.”
Interested applicants are encouraged 

to check Little Elm Public Library’s website, www.
littleelmlibrary.org, in early August for detailed registration 
information.
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We had our Ninth Annual 
Volunteer & Student 
Recognition Banquet on 

June 3, 2019.  Our banquet committee 
(Kay Bell, Dianne Wohletz, Susan 
Blackwood and Marilyn Purefoy) did 
all the planning and, with the help 
of other volunteers, did all of the 
preparation.  A special thanks to the 
volunteers who came that morning and 
decorated! 
Good food is a key ingredient to any 
banquet’s success, and George Wadley 
(George’s Hot Sauce & BBQ) gave us a 
discounted price on the food and made 
sure we had plenty of good food.  The 
smoked turkey, potato salad, green 
beans and rolls were all good.  Kay 
Bell provided wonderful sheet cakes 
for dessert, and Lynn Hidell donated 
all the tablecloths.  Eunice Espinoza 
(church youth director) made sure 
we had kitchen and table servers, and 
she helped Lynn Hidell supervise the 
dining area.  In appreciation for the 
church support of our program, tips 
for the table servers help finance the 
church summer youth activities.  This 
year’s tips were over $400!  
Pastor Joaquin Penaloza and his son 
(Daniel Penaloza) ensured the room 
was set up and all electronics were in 
working order.  We owe a great debt 
of thanks to the Pastor and congrega-
tion of Iglesia de Dios Eben-Ezer for 
providing us with classrooms and 
for the support they have given our 
program throughout the year. Our 

other church 
partner, Oak 
Grove United 
Methodist 

Dan Blackwood (IT/PR), Theresa 
Cotton (Scholarships), Diane Ball 
(Volunteer Management), and 
Susan Blackwood (Membership/
Historian).  Those who were unable to 
attend were also recognized for their 
support throughout the year:  Rakhee 
Blackwood (secretary), Sandi Sabonis 
(Newsletter), and Claudia Fields 
(Trivia Coordinator).  An important 
part of class registration is screening 
of new applicants to determine class 
placement.  Marge Bennett is the 
Placement Team Leader and a member 
of the LEFOL.  
Teachers (Deb Miller, Allison 
Chesser and Ector Arguello for Level 
2 Intermediate, Alan Mesches and 
Phyllis Wigfall for Level 2 Advanced, 
Deja Rollison and Nancy Irwin for 
Level 3) introduced the students.  
The student speaker from each class 
expressed appreciation to their teachers 
and sponsors.  One student, Daniel 
Cabrera, was recognized for being a 
Level 3 student and received a special 
thanks for also being a volunteer.  
Every week that classes met, Daniel 
ensured class-rooms were set up and 
helped with clean-up afterward.  He 
didn’t leave until he made sure that all 
had gotten  their cars started afterward.

Church, was represented by Leslie 
Maynard because the Pastor was called 
out of town.  
Thanks to our official banquet 
photographers Michael Rathbun and 
his awesome assistant Penny Rathbun, 
we’ll have banquet publicity pictures 
for the newsletter, next year’s power 
point, and our historian’s records.  And 
Jim Manning wrote a nice article about 
the banquet that was published in the 
Little Elm Journal!
Dan Blackwood did a great job as 
our new emcee, and it was wonderful 
having some of our favorite town VIPs 
(Little Elm Mayor David Hillock, 
Oak Point Council Member Don 
Lindemann, and Little Elm Public 
Library Manager Lynette Roberson) 
there.  It was a special treat that Don’s 
wife, Leann, could join us since they 
are both literacy supporters.  
The Little Elm Friends of the 
Library Board Officers provide both 
financial and volunteer support to the 
program.  Lynette Roberson, Library 
Manager, introduced the Friends of 
the Library board members who were 
able to attend:  Michel Hambrick 
(President), Diana Russell (Vice 
President), Joe Deaver (Treasurer), 
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Q: What kind of classes does this program offer?

A: This fall we will offer ESL Level 2 Intermediate, ESL 
Level 2 Advanced, and ESL Level 3 Advanced. We hope to 
have a new beginning Level 1 class in September 2020.

Q: How much does it cost?

A: Everything is free for students, including child care 
while parents are in class!

Q: How do I apply?

A: Applicants complete a student application and meet 
with a placement team volunteer to match the student 
with a class. Application date for Fall classes will be 
posted at the Little Elm Public Library (100 W. Eldorado 
Parkway in Little Elm) and at the Aubrey Area Library (226 
Countryside Drive, Aubrey).  After August 15, you may also 
inquire via email to:  esl@littleelmfol.org

Q: Do you offer help for adults whose language is English 
but who need reading help?

A: Wherever possible, we match adults with a reading tutor 
or program.  To inquire about this, email esl@littleelmfol.
org. or call our message phone number 469-362-0417.

Q: Are there other programs in the area?

A: Places applicants may want to check for classes:
• Lift-texas.org, 214-824-2000
• Classes at Zellers in Little Elm:  www.littleelmisd.net/

domain1321
• Dr. Ashley Glover, aglover@littleelmisd.net 

(972.947.9340)
• Grace Ave. United Methodist Church in Frisco mary@

graceavenue.org
• www.friscolibrary.com/esl for information about what 

Frisco Library offers

Interested in volunteering with the program ?
Contact us via email: esl@littleelmfol.org.  

Volunteers serve as ESL teachers, classroom 
assistants, substitute teachers, placement team 

members and resource team members.

Interested in making a tax-deductible 
donation to the program?  

Make checks payable to LEFOL, mark it for 
the LITERACY PROGRAM, and send to :

LEFOL Literacy Program
PO Box 598

Little Elm, TX 75068-0598.

I joined The Little Elm Friends of the 
Library three years ago and love be-

ing involved with things important to 
the town I live in.  I decided to sign up 
to teach English as a second language 
since it would fulfill my desire to touch 
someone’s life in a kind and positive 
way.  This has exceeded my expecta-
tions.  I love every minute of it and 

have enjoyed watching the students excel.
The objective is to help the students become confident in 
their use of English allowing them to exceed in their jobs, 
communicate and help with their children’s school home-
work and activities as well as learn to negotiate in the envi-
ronment they live in today.
I experienced great pride when one of my students passed 
the American Citizen test.  You could see the pride he felt 
accomplishing this.
In my short time I have already built relationships with my 
students and love to hear about their lives, their children 
and what they love to do.
I am amazed at the students’ dedication to give up 2 ½ hours 
of their lives every Monday night to improve their skills in 
both speaking and writing English.

Meet the Teacher: 
Deb Miller



The Lakeside Reader Volume 3 Issue 1, Summer 2019

This year’s Summer Reading Program theme, “A Universe of Stories,” has allowed Little Elm Public Library to add 
fun and unique programs highlighting STEM (science, technology, engineering, and math) concepts, including the 

“Lunar Luau” held Saturday, July 13th, at the soccer fields at Little Elm Park.
Local NASA Space Ambassador Les Murray was the guest presenter, providing information about space and planets, 
and his favorite, our closest satellite, the moon. Visitors safely viewed sun spots and flares using his telescope collection, 
including one outfitted with a special H-Alpha filter, as the sun set over Lewisville Lake, and later viewed planets and 
craters on the moon after dark when it rose in the east. There was even more fun after dark with glow-in-the-dark frisbee 
games, and a glow-in-the-dark hula hoop contest for kids and adults.

Les Murray, an avid amateur astronomer, participates in public 
outreach events throughout North Texas, and loves to share his 
interests in astronomy, space photography, ham radio, robotics, 
rocketry and electronics with others. He holds a degree in physics 
and is a Principal Engineer for a telecom company designing 
fiber optics and high-speed data systems, having developed many 
products and served on various standards bodies in the telecom 

industry over the last 30 years. More information on the NASA Space Ambassador 
program can be found online: https://solarsystem1.jpl.nasa.gov/ssa/home.cfm. 

Literacy Banquet in Photos

Mayor David Hillock speaks to 
our new citizens.

Class 2-A

Class 2-B

Class 3-LVL
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  Join with Little Elm Friends of the Library 
 to make a difference! 

Date: ________________ 
Name/Contact: _____________________________________________________________ 
Business (if corporate sponsor/advocate):___________________________________________ 
Address: __________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
City: _____________________________________ State: ___________Zip _____________ 
Telephone: ___________________ Email (if checked often): ___________________________ 
 

 
ARE YOU INTERESTED IN VOLUNTEERING WITH FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY?________ 

 
 Help with publicity____   Help with FOL Newsletter____  Serve on FOL board____  Help at Events____     
 Help with Adult Literacy Program____  Work in library____  Other(specify)______________________ 
  

Please make membership payment to  Little Elm Friends of the Library 
       PO Box 598, Little Elm TX 75068-0598 
       http://www.littleelmfol.org 
 

Note:  Your membership may be partially tax-deductible.   
Consult current IRS regulations for help in making this determination. 

Fun volunteer opportunities  
and a chance to meet new people! 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Invitation to member-only Friends events! 

 

An opportunity to help the library grow! 
 
 

*Free FOL special gift for $50 or 
higher new member or upgrade 

 
 

Tax-deductible contributions  
to extent allowed by IRS! 

Personal Annual Memberships: 
___$10 - Individual Senior (age 50+) 
___$15 - Senior Couple (one vote)  
___ $10 - Student (up to age 18)   
___ $15 - Individual Friend      
___ $20 - Friends Family (one vote) 
___ $50 - Good Friend *      
___ $100 - Special Friend * 
 
 

Business Annual Memberships: 
___ $50  - CORPORATE SPONSOR * 

___ $250   SILVER CORPORATE SPONSOR * 
___ $500 - CORPORATE ADVOCATE * 
 

Lifetime Memberships: 
___ $500+ Individual lifetime membership * 
___ $1000+ Corporate lifetime partner * 

Newsletter with information about 
 

Library & Friends of Library Programs! 
Special events! 

Corporate sponsors and more! 

Come join the Friends today! 



100 West Eldorado Parkway
Little Elm, TX 75068
(214) 975-0430
www.littleelmlibrary.org

Library Hours
Monday - Friday: 10:00 am to 8:00 pm

Saturday - Sunday: 10:00 am to 3:00 pm

P.O. Box 598
Little Elm, TX 75068

Find out more about us on the web!
www.littleelmfol.org

@littleelmfol


